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OBJECTIONABLE PUBLICATIONS. 


Probably the members of all professions point 
tosome books or papers that they consider objec- 
tionable, and making every allowance for narrow, 
selfish prejudices there are doubtless publications 
which are objectionable. Our correspondence 
columns suggest that the veterinary profession has 
its ideas about books, and that some of them are 
crude in inception and coarse in expression. 

We have read the first two volumes which Prof. 
Axe has edited for a firm of publishers, and fail to 
find anything objectionable in them. That they are 
occasionally sold to stud grooms, farmers, and 
county gentlemen seems to us simply business on 
the part of the publishers. Their sale cannot in 
any way be imputed as blame to Prof. Axe. No 
veterinary book that was ever written failed to find 
readers and purchasers outside the veterinary pro- 
fession, and it is a good thing for us all that out- 
siders take sufficient interest in our calling to 
attempt the understanding of a part of it. 

Ifthe truth could be known it would be found 
that those members who are most voluble in con- 
demning books and papers which they do not like 
we the men who have contributed least to veteri- 
tty literature and to professional progress. Our 
calling is an important one and we wish its impor- 
lanee recognised, but the constant narrow grum- 
bing against everything calculated to spread truth 
and information is unlikely to do us any good, 
Thilst itis certain to brand us as little and narrow. 

“ope like to read books which are too technica] 
>the to understand the blame should be 
at ‘ the writers but on the readers. If 
ies onestly for information it is difficult to 
alts a can be done. The same principles 
Teviewing books—it is best done by those 


Wh 

them. When the layman tries his 
inportant «most sure to be struck with the least 
the rare nt and to exaggerate the effect of 
The Fepresg uncommon, When the reviewer for 
truck by th book on Canine Surgery he was 
Mle alse eyes and teeth and the most 
Weare putt of the work. We don’t blame him. 


Sorry—hut the m ¥ 
Usinegs, oral 1s, mind your own 


You don’t 


nd don’t undertake to criticise that which 
Understand. 


A CASE OF DISTEMPER. 


Towards the end of June in last year I was asked 
to see a half-bred whippet dog, nine or ten months 
old, and found him suffering from a mild, but to my 
eyes unmistakable, attack of distemper. 

Slight catarrh from the eyes and nose, a very 
slight cough, and a quite typical, though not at all 
extensive, eruption on the belly and thighs, were 
the symptoms which led me to a positive diagnosis. 
Some depression and loss of appetite were present, 
but not more than is common in such cases. 

My treatment was expectant, and merely con- 
sisted in careful attention to warmth and feeding, 
together with the administration of quinine sulphate 
(1 grain) in pill thrice daily. The animal’s appe- 
tite returned the next day, and the never very severe 
symptoms of disease rapidly disappeared. In less 
than a week, the dog was, to all appearance, in 
absolutely perfect health and spirits. 

Knowing from experience that slight cases of 
distemper are often the ones that eventually ter- 
minate unfavourably, I gave strict instructions as to 
care in after-treatment, which I have every reason 
to believe were carried out. Time went on and I 
had almost dismissed the dog from my mind, when 
at the end of October I was asked to see him 
again. 

T now found him with a purulent catarrh of some 
days standing, from both eyes, which the owners 
had attributed to “achill,” but which looked to me 
much more indicative of distemper. In addition to 
this the temporal muscles were affected with chorea. 
The twitching had been noticed by the owners the 
day before, but its significance had not been under- 
stood. 

I gave an unfavourable prognosis, and commen- 
ced treatment. I need not detail the further history 
of the case, which speedily developed intoa hopeless 
one of progressive chorea. 

Finally, after about three weeks treatment I de- 
stroyed the animal at his owner’s request, I myself 
fully approving. 

Remarks.—I believe chorea has been known to 
follow distemper after a longer interval than four 
months, though I have never seen it do so myself. 
But another point arises, which forms my real 
reason for recording the case—was not this a second 
attack of distemper? I think it was, and, if so, is 
the chorea to be regarded as the sequel of the first 
attack, or as confined to the second? Tle case 
seems to me to be worthy of note on this account, 
und may induce others to contribute some exper- 
iences of perhaps the most puzzling of all canine 
diseases. 
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MELANOSIS IN A CAT, 
By W. 8S. Mutvey, F.R.C.V.S. 


The patient was an aged black and © 
white cat, brought to me for a sore on 
its side. Examination showed a tumour 
on the side of the thorax, about an inch | 
behind the elbow. This had burst and @ 
was exuding a pigmented matter. From 
the principle tumour a chain of small 
tumours could be traced forward into 
the axilla. Diagnosed as melanosis. 

As the cat was otherwise in ap- 
parently good health and condition, the 
owner was told that removal of all the 
diseased condition was the only treat- 
ment, but at the same time was warned 
tbat prognosis was unfavourable. 

Under chloroform all the tumours 
were dissected out, and every effort 
made to keep the wound aseptic. Death 
took place two days later. 

A post-mortem revealed gangrenous 
inflammation along the track of the 
wound, and general melanosis. The 
lungs were studded with black nodules 
of various sizes, as shown by the photo- 
graph I send. The liver was a black 
mass. The spleen much enlarged, 
black, and shapeless. The kidneys were 
slightly spotted, so was the mesentery, 
and all the lymphatic glands. 

The wonder is how so extensive an 
amount of disease could have existed 
without inducing more general dis- 
turbance. 


FRACTURE WITHOUT DISPLACEMENT (?) 


Subject.—An Irish terrier, eight or nine months 
old, who was run over by a trap one evening, and 
seen by me the following afternoon. 

I found a large jagged wound through the skin of 
one fore limb, in the metacarpal region, which the 
owners had made an amateurish attempt to suture. 
In addition to this there was distinct heat and 
extreme tenderness at one point much higher up the 
limb, viz., about two inches below the elbow joint. 
No crepitus was present, but the animal absolutely 
refused to use the limb in progression. 

I removed the sutures from the wound, and after 
dressing it enveloped the whole limb from the 
elbow downwards in an ordinary bandage, not very 
tight. The further treatment I advised was to keep 
the dog quiet, and twice daily to remove the ban- 
dage and re-apply it after bathing the whole limb 
in cold water and washing the wound with chinosol 
solution. 

Four days after I found the wound doing excel- 
lently, and the dog using the limb fairly well, though 
rather gingerly. 


_ bone on the radiu’. 


{cured the slight lameness— 


The inflammation below the elbow joint > 
still perceptible, though not nearly so acute be. 
the day of my first visit, and I thought, in ad , ir 
that I could detect a very slight enlargeme? 

The owners, seeing the progress ae = 
evidently thought that the animal need aaa 
more professional attendance, and as I 
sidered that the case (omitting the 
wound amounted to no more than a slight Pret 
titis from bruising, I advised the continuance 7 
same treatment for a few days, and thought n° 
of the matter. 

Five or six weeks after, ‘afore 
the dog still walked slightly lame, so there® sofort 
him again. The wound had healed 
but I now found a large “ callus, 
that with which we are all familiar sacle radius 
especially in young subjects, sition 
and nearly doubling its thickness at ™° P 
the previous inflammation. placebo, 

Cold water, and a little externa’ 


i in the matter of anced 
gether with due care in but I a convince 
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mistook an intra-periosteal fracture for a simple 
periostitis, and I record the case for the benefit of 
other young veterinarians who may be liable to 
make similar mistakes. The consequences of this 
one might have been rather awkward, for there was 
nothing in my treatment to prevent displacement 
whenever the dog tried to use the limb. 
YounG PRACTITIONER. 


NOTE ON A CASE OF MULTIPLE 
LYMPHO-SARCOMATA IN A SHEEP. 
By Watrer Jowert, F.R.C.V.S., Liverpool. 


The subject of this note was an aged Cheviot 
sheep (Tup) slaughtered in the local abattoir. 

Unfortunately I had no opportunity of examining 
the animal during life, neither was I able to obtain 
the stomach and intestines for post-mortem exam- 
ination. 

The appearance presented by the dressed carcase 
was that of a fairly well nourished subject—the 
flesh somewhat dark in colour and the fat of a yellow 
tint—appearances commonly observed in the older 
breeding animals. 

The lungs first attracted attention on account of 
the presence in them of well marked and typical 
lesions of parasitic broncho-pneumonia and small 
“pearly” nodules (pseudo-tubercular). 

Serapings from a pneumonic patch examined 
under the microscope showed many ova and living 
embryos. After hardening portions of the lung, 
embedding, sectioning and examining microscopi- 
cally, innumerable parasites were found in the 
interior of the nodules, air vesicles and bronchi 
together with the catarrhal changes generally seen 
in this condition. 

The liver was slightly enlarged but of a normal 
consistence and colour, with the exception that many 
_— circular patches were scattered over its sur- 
ace and throughout its substance. These patches 
“9 irm, not perceptibly raised above the level of 

© organ, and of a size varying from a pin’s head to 
that of a sixpence. 

Fig I. shows a portion of the liver surface, Fig. 
vi same organ sectioned, showing the new 
ce S in its substance. In both kidneys similar 
= sce observed in the cortex, otherwise the 
woht ene of the organs were normal. The 
Hig tl hey sectioned longitudinally is shown in 

surrounded by the fatty envelope. 

iver po om examination of sections from the 
ieee idneys revealed the structure of the 
en i to be that of a lympho-sarcoma, they 
eveloped finn of round cells, with a fairly well 
ih Mnter-cellular reticulum resembling 

Ppearance lymphoid tissue. 

shatie — Was quite normal, as were the lym- 
with f “ S of this organ and those in connection 
of kidneys. On the endocardial 

ete res © Aeart two dark pigmented patches 

€nt in the left ventricle, and one in the 


left 
condit, icle, but no other departure from the normal 


I may say that the lungs were most carefully . 
examined in order to detect the presence of any 
tumours but nothing beyond the lesions mentioned 
above could be noted either on naked eye or micro- 
scopic examination. 

The bronchial lymphatic glands were normal in 
appearance. When making post-mortem examina- 
tion on dogs I have occasionally observed the pre- 
sence of growths similar to those now described in 
various organs including the liver, kidneys, lungs, 
lymphatic glands, etc., and also more rarely in 
horses, but never heretofore in sheep. I thought 
this note might be of interest to readers of The 
Veterinary Record. 


ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


As it is now four years since I became a candi- 
date for the Council of the R.C.V.S., I have now to 
appeal to your favour a second time, and I do so 
purely as an independent country practitioner. 

I wish the electorate to know that I belong to no 
clique, and have no jealous party feelings, and will 
endeavour to obtain fair play for everybody, upon 
everything, brought before the Council. 

I have no objection to new teaching schools, but 
I think the Council should satisfy itself that facili- 
ties exist for properly teaching the required subjects 
before it affiliates such schools with the R.C.V.S., 
as a guarantee to parents and guardians that they 
are reliable teaching institutions. All schools 
should possess equal rights and privileges. 

Each school should have one representative—-and 
only one—on the Council, and the same should 
apply to the Board of Agriculture and the Army 
Veterinary Department, but, naturally, this rests 
with the electors themselves. 

I consider more professional publicity should be 
given to the work of the Council in order to place 
the members more in touch with their representa- 
tives. Especially is this desirable with the pro- 
ceedings of the Registration Committee, whose work 
ought to be done in Council—-openly, before any 
member of the profession who cared to attend--- 
for every member should have a fair, open trial, and 
no favour, and persons bringing charges wrongfully 
should be severely dealt with, and such persons are 
unfit to sit in judgment over others. 

If I am elected I shall do in the future—as I have 
in the past—all in my power to prevent any injustice 
being done. 

I do not consider our Council ought to permit 
what is termed “ spite ” to blind, influence, or bias 
them from the facts of cases brought befoze them, 
and so divert justice being done. 

I shall do my best to stop and prevent the large 
and serious offences, and treat lightly the smal 
petty charges and, above all, endeavour to protect 
the straightforward, honourable members of the 


| profession. 
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I shall miss no opportunity of advancing our 
claims for all posts which require veterinary know- 
ledge. 

I quite agree with direct Parliamentary repre- 
sentation, and would do all that is possible to 
obtain it. 

I am within easy distance of London, and shall 
endeavour to attend as regularly as I can—I have 
not yet missed one Registration Committee meeting 
since my last election. Therefore I can conscien- 
tiously, and I hope confidently, ask for your 
support. 

Gro. A. BANHAM. 


Cambridge. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held on Friday, Dec. 8, 1905, in the 
North Eastern Hotel, Darlington. Mr. Geo. R. Dud- 
-geon inthe chair. There were present :—Messrs. John 
Wilson, Yarm ; E. R. Pratt and A. M. Munro, North- 
allerton; C. G. Hill and J. H. Taylor, Darlington; A. C. 
Forbes and P Snaith, Bishop Auckland; W. H. Black- 
burn, Barnard Castle; C. Sutton, Redcar; J. Fraser, 
St. Albans; and W. Awde, Stockton-on-Tees. 

A letter was read from Mr. E. Nicholson, late of 
Wolsingham, but now engaged in London, resigning 
his membership. The Secretary proposed that it be 
accepted. This was seconded by Mr. Hill, and carried. 

The circular Jetter from the Lancashire V.M.A. re 
Parliamentary representation was read. The matter 
was deferred until after Mr. Fraser had expressed his 
views on the subject. Ultimately the President and 
Secretary were selected as delegates to represent the 
Association at the Conference to be held on the 19th 
January, 1906, at Manchester; their out-of-pocket ex- 
penses to be paid. 

The PRESIDENT having introduced the lecturer, Mr. 
J. Fraser, F.R.C.V.S, St. Albans, stated that he did not 
intend to reiterate what had already been said, as his 
views on the subject were well known, and he believed 
the majority of the members of the profession were of 
the opinion that a Member of Parliament from their 
ranks was desirable, it only resolved itself into a ques- 
tion of how such a result could be best brought about. 
The three principle points he wished to lay before them 
were :— 

1. That we were not seeking our own interest only 
but the good of the community at large, and if the 
interests of the public were well looked after it would 
reflect credit on the member of the professson who repre- 
omnter them and also do the veterinary profession much 
good. 

2. He disapproved of direct representation. What- 
ever district he represented all sections of the com- 
munity would have to be considered and matters affec- 
ting them dealt with as they arose. 

3. Thata V.S. returned by any constituency would 
have he promote the interests of his constituents in every 

ible way. 

He ~ tte 5 advised them to send a capable man to 
represent them and let him do the best he can for his 
voters, and he could at the same time keep a sharp look 
out when any matters affecting his profession were being 
dealt with, and bring influence to bear in the right 
; meg! with a view to having the matter put right. ‘He 
thinks the House of Commons is not complete without 
a veterinary surgeon. There are certain interests of the 
community at large which would be all the better for 
his presence there, and that the man sent would be able 


to do a great deal of good. Being a member of acon: 
paratively little profession his speeches would be |js- 
tened to in the House of Commons, reported in the pres 
and read by the general public, particularly when they 
referred to matters within his knowledge and affecting 
the public good. Out of Parliament he will be making 
speeches on all sorts of occasions ; a M.P.’s services are 
very much sought after in connection with public 
functions, and if the man sent to Parliament is a worthy 
representative, it would do the profession an immens 
amount of good. The House of Commons is one of the 
best clubs in London, and although the debates some- 
times are very warm, when outside the members may 
be the best of friends. Sir Frederick FitzWygram was 
not a representative of the veterinary profession. What 
we want is a practical man, one who earns bis liveli- 


- | hood by his profession. 


The Editor of The Veterinary Record in his leaders 
on July 19th and October 25th has been quite favour- 
able to the movement, but in that of December 2nd there 
is a complete volte face and looks hostile, and should 
like to know why he has changed his front. 

I should like Association to send delegates to Man- 
chester, as that meeting will decide whether the veteri- 
nary profession should be represented in Parliament or 
not, and the delegates sent would be able to take part 
in the discussion, and record their votes on the matters 
brought before them. 

Mr. SnairH said that he thought the subject of party 
representation had been put before them in a very luci 
manner. He remembered the time when the Charter 
was being obtained the difficulties there were in the way, 
and he was certain that if one of our own members ba 
been in the House at the time it would have been 4 
much simpler matter altogether. Recent Acts of Parlix 
ment might also have been greatly improved, partici: 
larly in those where the veterinary surgeon is compell 
to report matters affecting his own province to the 
medical officer of health. 

Mr. TayLor thought the matter one of the greatest 
importar ce to the profession, and advocated the unselfish 
aspect of the question. A Labour Member advised the 
farming interest to send one of their own number t 
represent them, and he thought they ought to do the 
same. 
Mr. BLAcKBURN thought that the lecturer's address 
ought at all events to convince the Editor of 2” 
Record. One Mewber would be able to do a great = 
at least that was his opinion. Local Members of Par << 
ment cannot always be, approached, and if written to - 
any subject you will possibly receive ar. acknow ledge 
of your letter telling you the matter will mae! . 
attention, and then the thing will end so far as }° 
concerned. so fat 

Mr. Hitt thanked the lecturer for having ar to 
to give them his view on the subject. He wou a lit 
know how a constituency could be approached. , ons 
would have to be taken into account, and then t - ae 
the question of expense. He thought such 
dairy regulations might often be controlled an ¢- oe 
by members taking part more than they did nothing 
politics. The meat inspector too often knows periaty 
of the work and has to be backed up by the vé 
inspector. 

Mr. Pratt thanked Mr. Fraser for his os he 
subject, but would like to have some details * 
it is to done. Mr. Fraser had 


arks on the 
m how 


Mr. Surton had diligently read what 4 h 
previously written on the subject, Cound 


been defeated when the matter was | any further’ 
of the R.C.V.S., why trouble the Council! y who bas 
If we can find a member of the profession and ruo 
leisure and means, let him find a constitee yn while 
on his own lines and represent the espera Associa 
there. If a Liberal let him apply to the! 
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tion, if otherwise to the Conversatives, and they would 
find him a constituency to suit him. 

Mr. ForBEs said at one time he did not see the neces- 
sity for such a course, but had changed his views on the 
subject. 

Mr. AwDE said he quite agreed with Mr. Fraser when he 
stated that if a representative were sent to Parliament 
by the profession he would have to do the best he could 
for the whole of his constituents in all matters affecting 
their welfare, and unselfishly, or when he next had to 
appeal for their votes he would not be returned. The 
quesiion of politics and expense also would have to be 
considered, as there were few men in the profession 
who could afford to leave their practices for many 
months every year without being recompensed in some 
in some way ; and money would have to be provided 
every time there was a contested election. 

Mr. Duperon thanked Mr. Fraser for the kind way 
in which he had responded to the invitation given him. 
The members of the Association were practically of 
opinion that the step was advisable. They were all 
politicians more or less, and must take sides, but who- 
ever was returned would have to serve the constituency 
which sent him to Parliament. 

Mr. Fraser having replied, Mr. Dudgeon proposed a 
hearty vote of thanks to him for having brought the 
matter forward for discussion. This was seconded by 
Mr. Snaith, and carried. 

Mr. Epwry Hatt, M.R.C.V.S., of Bedale, was nomi- 
nated by Mr. Hill for membership. 

A letter having been read from Mr. J. G. Deans, of 
Bishop Auckland resigning his membership of the Asso- 
ciation, Mr. Snaith proposed and Mr. Awde seconded 
that it be accepted with regret. Carried. 

Mr. SyairH showed supernumerary digits in two 
Photographs, in both of which they touched the ground. 

ealso mentioned the case of a cow which was con- 
stantly vomiting, for which he prescribed some tonics. 
Whether fed with green food, mash, or chop, she ate 
ravenously, and after from 10 to 15 minutes she became 
excited, her tail would go, and then she vomited the 
food up. She became dangerously hoven after «bout 

minutes ordinary grazing. He believed it was due to 
tefl xaction from pressure on the nerves of the dia- 
phragm. He was sorry that he did not have the oppor- 
tunity to make a post-mortem examination. 

He showed a piece of skin from a pony’s leg which 
sloughed away. It occurred in a mine, and the pony in 
(uestion had to go into the water with a tub and bring 
it back again. All the animals that came into contact 
with the water with their limbs developed pyzemia. 
Some of them were unfortunate enough to drink some 
of it, but after that would take nothing else, and died. 

© water was destructive to iron and would rot your 

ts ; the pump used did’nt last three years and wood 
Was preserved in it. On analysis free Hz SO, was 
ound in it, 

Mr. DupeEon proposed, and Mr. Snaith seconded, the 
Proposition that the Secretary convey the congratula- 

Wns of the Association to Sir John M‘Fadyean on the 

etbood conferred upon him recently by the King. 

Mr. Dupczon proposed that the next meeting of the 
mentiation be held in Stockton, and that the place of 
left ing and the provision of material for discussion be 

In the hands of the Secretary. Seconded by Mr. 
orbes, and carried. 
W. Hon. Sec. 


= Wynford Philipps, Mr. D. A. Thomas, Mr. R. L. 
motion rte and Mr. Frank Edwards have all tabled 
of Ani = effect that on second reading of Diseases 
secon ee act (1896) Amendment Bill, it be read a 

ime upon this day six months. 


COW POISONING CASE AT MAYBOLE. 
SHERIFF BRAND’s JUDGMENT. 


In July of last year an important case was brought 
before Sheriff-Substitute Shairp in Ayr Sheriff Court, 
in which Mr. Andrew T. Dunlop, farmer, Lyonstone, 
Maybole, sned the Town Council of Maybole for £240 
in name of damages, in respect that his dairy of 33 cows, 
which he had let to a farmer, while grazing in fields on 
the lands of Lochlands, tenanted by the defenders, had 
partaken of polluted water and had as a result suffered 
in general health, had given a diminished supply of milk, 
and had depreciated in value to the total sum of £244. 
The defenders denied liability and alleged that the 
aborting of several of the cows was due to an outbreak 
of contagious abortion, and not to drinking polluted 
water. Sheriff-Substitute Shairp gave judgment for 
the pursuer and awarded £200 damages with expenses. 
The Town Council appealed to Sheriff Principal ey 
who has now confirmed the Sheriff-Substitute’s decision. 
The facts of the case are fully set out in the following 
interlocutor which Sheriff Brand has issued :— 


Edinburgh, 15th January, 1906. 
The Sheriff having heard the law agent for the pur- 
suer and Counsel for the defenders, adheres to the inter- 
locutor appealed against, and dismisses the defenders’ 
appeal : Finds the defenders liable in additional ex- 
penses : Allows an account to be lodged : Remits to the 
auditor to tax aud report, and decerns. 
(Signed) Davip 


Yote.—This is acase of importance to the parties, and 
was keenly and exhaustively discussed on each side. The 
main contention urged by the pursuer is, that during the 
period speciiied by him, his cows were in use to drink 
from the burn running through his farm of Lyonstone, 
which came from the Heart Loch, a small sheet of water, 
of, it would appear, an acre to an acre and a half in ex- 
tent, and having a depth of from three to five feet; that 
the sides of the said loch were used by the defenders as 
a place of deposit for rubbish collected by carts in May- 
bole, a town with a population of about 6000 inhabi- 
tants; and that, in consequence of this, the water of the 
loch became so polluted with decaying animal and 
vegetable matter as to cause septic poisoning to the cows 
drinking that water. It appears from the evidence of 
the defenders’ witness, Glass, that the municipal 
authorities in Mayvole began to put their town refuse 
into the said loch in September or October, 1900, when 
a comparatively small quantity was deposited each day. 
But in the spring of 1901 the said authorities put the 
whole of the said town refuse into the Heart Loch, and 
continued to do so up at least to the date of the proof, 
viz.—the end of June, 1905. 

The parties differ considerably as to the nature of the 
refuse, or rubbish, deposited, and necessarily therefore 
differ also as to the nature of the contamination. The 
defenders have endeavoured to prove that the refuse 
consisted mainly of ashes, innocuous vegetable matter, 
and other things which would not be seriously injurious, 
if injurious at all, to water to be drunk by animals. But 
the evidence of their witness, Mathie, farmer, Myremill 
Farm, which farm is adjacent to the pursuer’s said 
farm of Lyonstone, seriously affects the defenders 
whole evidence on this part of the case. Mathie admits 
that he has seen some of his own cows suffer from 
drinking the water of the Heart Loch, and that in con- 
sequence they had been troublesome. In 1904 he lost 
10 calves, and in 1905, 6 calves. This state of matters 
Mathie attributed to the low condition of the mothers 
“through drinking polluted water.” The cause of the 
water being bad, was, in his view, the rubbish that came 
from Maybole. In short the evidence of this witness 
goes some distance towards proving the pursuer’s case 
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as to the alleged cause of the contamination of the said 
water. 

But, further, the evidence led by the pursuer on this 
matter is very strong. According to the bower, Struthers, 
the cows, 33 in number, looked well during 1903, and 
were well when put out to grass in the middle of May, 
1904. But towards the end of July in that year they 
became “sickly and sluggish and scoured out at times— 
often.” The bower called in a veterinary surgeon, on 
or about 18th October, 1904, viz., the witness, Allan, 
whose diagnosis was, that a particular cow he was called 
in to see had been poisoned. The cows as a whole were 
then removed to another field where there was different 
water, and there was only one abortion there, viz., on 
19th November. But otherwise all the cows calved 
rightly. Before this, the witness, Hazel, remarked on 
the bad condition of the pursuer’s animals. Strnthers’ 
idea was that “the water was bad.” Mrs. Struthers cor- 
roborates her husband’s evidence, and depones that dur- 
ing 1904 the pecuniary return for milk fell behind by 
not less than £63. She also says, “In 1904 the spring 
calvers calved all right before they were turned out to 
the grass. None of them calved right after they were 
— out to the grass till the removal to another 

eld. 

The pursuer, Dunlop, depones that the dairy cows at 
Lyonstone “did well till 1904.” He also contirms Mrs. 
Struthers in the statement that the cattle in question 
“got water at Stoneyford Bridge from the stream issu- 
ing from the Heart Loch.” “They had no chance of 
getting any other water and they got no other water.” 
Dunlop then proceeds to give a somewhat graphic 
account of what he found on the occasion of his visit to 
the said loch in October, 1904, for the purpose of inspec- 
tion, along with the witness James ‘Johnstone. Dunlop 
says, “ We found that the Maybole Council were carting 
out the town rubbish and tipping it into the loch. They 
had brought out to the loch large quantities of decom- 
posing animal and vegetable matter and all serts of town 
refuse. There were entrails of sheep floating on the 
water and bits of their livers, and all sorts of town 
refuse. The smell fromthe loch was pretty bad... . 
and now they empty their stuff right into the water of 
the loch.” Johnstone, who says the date of his visit 
was 24th October, 1904, confirms this evidence. He 
says, “ We found garbage, refuse from butchers’ and 
painters’ shops and other rubbish deposited there... . 
“It was decomposing in the water.” This evidence is 
further confirmed by the defender’s witness, David 
Thomson, who was in their employment as a carter and 
who speaks to “entrails of calves and sheep in the 
rubbish and to all the cleansings of the butchers’ shops.” 
To a similar effect is also the evidence of the de- 
fenders’ witness, James Irvine, also a carter in their 
service. . 

In confirmation of the pursuer’s evidence as to. the 
condition of the loch water, and as to that water being 
the cause of the illness among the cows, there is the 
weighty and combined testimony of Professor Owen 
Williams, Liverpool, fand Mr. M‘Call, Principal of the 
Royal Veterinary College, Glasgow. The former, who 
visited the loch in June, 1905, says: “I have no doubt 
whatever that the cause of their (the cows) going wrong 
was drinking this water,” and later he depones “I found 
none of the waters I examined in connection with these 
cases (certain cases he had been describing) so contami- 
nated as the water I found in the Heart Loch. The 
Heart Loch is the worst I have seen.” Q.—“In all the 
circumstances have you the slightest doubt that the in- 
jury to the Lyonstone cattle was caused through their 
drinking this contaminated water?” A.—“T have no 
doubt whatever.” 

On 16th February, 1905, the witness M‘Call made a 
careful inspection of the Heart Loch and its surround- 
ings. At the close of his examination-in-chief he says, 


“T have no doubt in my own mind that this disease at 
Lyonstone was caused by the animals drinking such 
water as I saw at the Heart Loch.” 

It would, I think, be difficult to obtain stronger evi- 
dence than this; but the pursuer does not stop here. He 
has adduced, in addition, the evidence of John Allan, 
veterinary surgeon for the burgh of Maybole. Perhaps 
that witness, who is in the employment of the said 
burgh, could not have been expected to speak in un- 
qualified terms, but he admits that he probably told the 
pursuer that on 18th October, 1904, the cow then ill was 
suffering from septic poisoning, and that the water of the 
Heart Loch would would cause this poisoning “in 
certain circumstances.” The pursuer had also adduced 
the evidence of William Macgregor, veterinary snrgeon, 
Ayr, who visited Lyonstone Farm on 12th June, 1905, 
and who likewise attributed the illness which existed 
among the pursuer’s cows to the polluted water in the 
said loch. 

Incidental corroboration of the foregoing evidence as 
to the serious condition of this water, is to be found in 
the testimony of Russell, Sanitary Inspector, Maybole, 
who, acting under Secti.n 10 of the Public Health 
(Scotland) Act, 1897, prohibited the town refuse from 
being carted to a place called “ Broom Knowes” as a 
nuisance and injurious to health. Reference may also 
be made to the evidence of Samuel Cowan, Plumber, 
who describes the condition of the water wheel on the 
farm of Myremill in 1904. He says, inter alia, that 
“it had coated with the stuff from the Heart Loch,” and 
he adds, “The wheel and the pipe were coated with 
slimy, brownish matter, and very strong smelling.” 

The various dates mentioned in the Pursuer’s proof 
appear to me to make it clear beyond doubt that the 
water of the said loch was polluted over the whole period 
_ the beginning of 1904 to, at all events, the middle 
of 1905. 

The defenders admit in reply to this body of evidence 
that they were in use to cart out the town rubbish to the 
Heart Loch as described at the time mentioned, but 
they make some effort to show that the rubbish was not 
nearly so injurious as has been described. In particular 
they urge that there was little or no animal matter in 
it. I may say at once that, in my judgment, this effort 
is a failure. Their witnesses who spoke to the matter 
say they did rot see this, that, and the other sample of 
decaying matter ; but such testimony cannot be taken to 
overcome, or even fairly to meet, the compact evidence 
adduced by the Pursuer. 

To a considerable extent, over the whole range of the 
case, the defenders’ proof ts mere negative evidence of 
an unsatisfactory an 


inconclusive kind. ‘Their answer 
on the main point is that the pursuer’s cows did not 
suffer from the cause alleged by him but from a totally 
different cause, namely, contagious abortion, an expres; 
sion otherwise rendered by M‘Callas “ premature birth. 
M‘Call says it is a “local disease” which depends upom 
an organism that sets up catarrhal inflammation. 
Williams depones that it is a “specific disease er 
“due to a specific organism.” Williams says also tha 
the symptoms to be found in cases of blood poisons 
not occur in cases of contagious abortion. M se this 
pones on this point to the same effect. To my mine © 
evidence in conclusive and establishes that the purse 
has proved his case. 
There are other matters which deserve !0: ee 
articular, (1) It is urged for the defenders ; - the 
Heart Loch, being situated on Lochlands farm, an ° to 
drainage from the said farm being carried by @ i, oo 
the Heart Loch, that drainage is the cause of / this 
tamination of the water in the said Lech. ate the 
oint I entirely agree with the view expresse 2) The 
Rheriff.Substitate in his sixth finding 1n fact. 
defenders’ dwell on the circumstance that ha? o ay be 
failed to call in a veterinary surgeon. While 1 
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conceded that the pursuer would have done well in his 
own interest as a possible litigant and otherwise to have 
called in a veterinary surgeon, it does not appear to me 
that the defenders can take any material benefit to their 
«se from this failure. Besides there is much evidence 
that the pursuer, even when acting without a veterinary 
surgeon, treated the cows with much skill and care. (3) 
The pursuer’s evidence derives additional weight from 
the analysis by Messrs. Tatlock and Thomson of 10th 
March and 24th June, 1905. (4) The evidence of the 
defenders’ witness, R. J. Glass, burgh surveyor, Maybole, 
s far from strengthening, rather waters down the de- 
fenders’ case, but even he admits that he has seen in the 
Heart Loch “a piece of the lung of a sheep” and “a 
piece of liver.” (5) The Pursuer’s evidence as to septic 
poisoning appears to me to derive confirmation from 
that of the Defenders’ witness, David Weir, (67, B.C. of 
the proof, No. 31 of Process). (6) The witness, Dewar, 
Principal of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
Edinburgh, attributes the outbreak to contagious abor- 
tion “introduced in all probability by a fresh animal 
brought into the herd.” But there is no evidence what- 
ever in the elaborate proof led, that any fresh animal 
had been introduced. Besides, he fails to account for 
the circumstance that the animals stopped aborting when 
they were taken from their old water supply. To account 
for this he can only take refuge in the phrase “a peculiar 
coincidence.” Dewar’s evidence and opinion cannot be 
taken to prevail against that of M‘Call and Williams. 
(i) Itis not out of place to observe that the lease, No. 
Yof Process, contains this clause “further the said Com- 
missioners of (Maybole) shall be bound to pay and so 
free and relieve the first party of all claims by the 
tenants, or proprietor of the lands through which the 
small stream Howing out of the said luch flows for injury, 
caused to themselves or their bestial by pollution or con- 
lamination of the water supply caused by the said Com- 
iuissioners’ operations.” (8) In conclusion, I have gone 
atefully into the question of amount of damage and am 
uatisfied that the Sheriff Substitute has arrived ata just 
and sound conclusion. 
(Intd.) D. B. 


for Pursuer and Respondent, Mr. P. A. Thomson, 
; olicitor, Ayr ; for Defenders and Appellants, Mr. Con- 
stable, Advocate, and David Fergusson, Solicitor, Ayr. 


PRICKED OR UNNERVED? 


= Monday at Bow County Court, Charles George 
uk by & planoforte dealer, of 162 Green Street, Upton 
ne ought an action to recover £34 from Mrs. Moss, 
‘ = of Romford Road, Forest Gate. Mr. Ronald 
om appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. A. A. Robin- 
or the defendant. 
case w 
lege to ha 
oeing, 
Match 25th of | 
preniises 


a 


as brought to recover damages for injuries 
ve been done to a horse in the course of 
case for the plaintiff was that on 
ast year he sent his mare to the defen- 
me by ani to be shod. It wasalleged that this was 
mil vas dr; heompetent farrier with the result that a 
hare was ven into the foot. On the following day the 
of lameness, sixeeen miles without showing signs 
Bon as it w. ut two days later it went lame almost as 
that there a put into a trap, and it was then noticed 
the mare uppuration. From that time onwards 
but in April under the care of a veterinary surgeon, 
ry to j it had to be destroyed in consequence of the 
W. foot 
into M.R.C.V.S., of Leith, said he was 
Bot — the mare and found that she had 
unde On the 28th March he was called 
© mare pointing her off fore foot. She 


was lame, and the foot was suppurating, and he had 
no doubt that the lameness was caused by faulty 
shoeing. Cross-examined, witness stated that farriers’ 
apprentices generally practised on the hoofs of dead 
horses. 

Mr. Robinson : Then how can they tell if they have 
pricked the horse !—-Well, it doesn’t much matter when 
they are dead. (Laughter). 

Mr. C. F. H. Skelton, F.R.C.V.S., of Leyton, corro- 
borated the previous witness. 

For the defendant, Mr. Farrow, M.R.C.V.S., of Wan- 
stead, said he examined the horse on 14th April. There 
was a bulging round the coronet and swelling of the 
leg. There was nothing the matter with the bottom of 
the hoof, and he found by pricking round the coronet 
that the animal had been unnerved. As such was the 
case it was quite impossible for tne farrier to tell how 
the nails were going: he was quite “in the dark” 
when shoeing an unnerved horse. Witness also stated 
that it was unreasonable to expect that there would be 
suppuration in the course of three days, as was suggested 
here. Cross-examined, witness said there was no sup- 
puration but septicemia round the mare’s coronet. 

Counsel: Isn’t septicemia the scientific name for 
blood-poisoning !—Well, blood-poisoning covers a multi- 
tude of ignorance. (Laughter). Suppuration does not 
come from blood-poisoning. 

His Honour : Supposing the mare had been pricked, 
would inflammation set in two or three 

ays. 

And how long before you would get any matter ?— 
About eleven days. 

Mr. James A. Gosling, F.R.C.V.S., veterinary surgeon 
to the Barbican Repository, said that about 14,000 
horses passed through his hands yearly. On the 11th 
April he examined this mare and gave a certificate to 
the effect that the mare was very lame “ due to the mare 
having been unnerved. In my opinion the lameness 
is not in any way connected with the shoeing.” Wit- 
ness added that the symptoms described were exactly 
those he would have expected in a horse that had 
been unnerved. 

Mr. Robinson said it was a significant fact that the 
defendant’s “ vet.” was not called in at the post-mortem 
examination to see whether or not the horse had been 
unnerved, nor had the hoof and leg been saved and 
produced to prove the plaintiff's theory. 

His Honour said it had been a most difficult question 
to decide, but he could not help thinking that the plain- 
tiff had not brought forward all the evidence that he had 
at his disposal. It wasa great pity that the defendant’s 
veterinary surgeon had not been invited to the post- 
mortem, for that would have put the matter beyond dis- 
pute. Hehad come to the conclusion that the plaintiff 
had not, as he should have, proved that the mare’s death 
was brought about by a prick, and therefore there would 
be a verdict for the defendant, with costs. 


Agriculturists and Parliamentary 
Representation. 


The farmers in Durham and the North Riding of 
Yorkshire are certainly go-ahead and active. They have 
founded some useful institutions, but there is something 
wrong about their organisation when there is only one 
tenant farmer on the Durham County Council 
The federation started in Darlington some months ago 
seems to have done some good. Its programme was put in 
the form of questions to sixty-three Parliamentary candi- 
dates at the recent election. I'wenty-four replied ina 


favourable sense, and nearly all of these candidates 
have secured seats. The next duty of the federation is 
to see that these gentlemen keep their promises.—T7'he 


Scottish Farmer. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases ©eP! Swine Fever 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- Out-}| Out- | Slaugh. 
breaks| mals. jbreake mals. /breaks| mals. Dogs. Other breaks. | tered ' 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Feb. 24 25 27 | 13 | 28] ada Is} 19 | #7 
19 21 19 30 33 13 | 46 
Corrcsponding week in 1964 .. 18 32 32 58 75 21 | 6l 
1903... | 18 | 2} | | 44 | | 97] 32] 
Total for 8 weeks, 1906 és -. | 156 | 203 183 | 323 1 187 147 647 
1905 .. 1165 | 257 182 335 407 87 | 34l 
Corresponding period in 1904 .. | 164 226 214 447 754 210 | 1222 
190% .. | 131 197 176 | 338 795 222 | 1005 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 27. 1906. 
| 
IRELAND. Week ended Feb. 17 1 10 | 2] 
Corresponding Week in { 1904 .. 1 1 ‘ 20 5 | 4 
Total for 7 weeks, 1906 2) 2 1); 4]. | | #8 ‘ | 
1905 ..] 6 i2 135 18 | 18h 
Corresponding reriod in 1904 .. 1 1 1 1 207 31 | 
1903 ..] -- 1 2 ive 198 7 (22 


Epizootic Lymphangitis ; Week ending Jan. 27, 1906, 1 case. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Castle Street), Dublin, Feb. 22, 1906, 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate or ly. 


* As Diseased or Expcsed to {nfectiot 


SEMI-BLINDNESS IN CATTLE. 
ir, 
If you can help me and other farmers in Lake Chrissie 


be glad. There isa blue film comes over the eye or both 
eyes and often it makes the animals perfectly blind, and I 


have seen cases where both eyes have burst. The cattle | the ulcers heal with the formation © 
weakened portion of the membrane yie 
internal tension and staphyloma supervenes- 
cases the pupils are contracted. 
Causes.—This affection which att 


when there is fairly good grass don’t lose flesh, and many 
have grown fat although blind, but many lose their lives 
through falling or being pushed into dongas or cracks in 
ground. I have tried ink-fish shell blown into the eyes of 
sheep, and sugar candy, and lots got over it, but in cattle it 
does not act much I think. I don’t know what the cause 
of this film coming is, but have noticed after dry grassor a 
drought that the rain comes, and then grass, and then this 
blue film over the beasts’ eyes. 


settlers and you’ll very likely help usa, lot. Thanking you the few outbreaks seen in w tribate 

preserved in the hay. But other things being 
organised germs are preserved, 0 
‘to a greater extent in the hot seaso", 5° 
| of the disease from a purely microbian | ‘ 


in anticipation of your reply, I am, yours faithfully, 
Gro. W. Lunt. 
Busby, P.O. Caledonia, 
Lake Chrissie, Transvaal. 


A similar disease is described in Professor Law’s 
“ Veterinary Medicine” as follows :-— 


INFECTIOUS CoNJUNCTIVITIS IN HERBIVORA. 
Enzootic OPHTHALMIA. 


Symptoms.—These are the phenomena of severe puru- 
lent conjunctivitis. Closed eyes ; profuse secretion of 
tears, sometimes mixed with blood, changing in a few 
days to a thick, purulent, white or yellow secretion, 
which collects in masses inside the lids, along their 
margins, in the inner canthus and on the cheeks, gluing 


| together the cilia, lids, and hairs. When separated t 
lids show a mucosa of an uniform dee 

us, and irregularly swollen according 
District, Transvaal, South Africa, by giving us any infor- | infiltration. Papillary and follicular hypertropiy, ® 
mation as to how to cure a semi-blindness that attacks | marked features, and the nictitans projects exces") 
young cattle, calves, and cows, say up to five-year-olds, I’d | over the eyeball. In many cases tl 


| 


opaque and in so 


cause perforation or loss of the eye. 


rapid succession 


or flock, is by many held to be infe 


attribute it to i 


origin from vegetation in flower is 
If you can give me any advice I shall at once tellallother by its greater frequency in stumine 


equally plausible. Certain outbre 


transmission of 
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disease prevail in one herd or flock, while the adjacent 
herd or flock, separated only by a good stone wall and 
subject to exactly the same condition of soil, water, 
exposure, vegetation, and pollen, has wy | escaped. 
Kayser has seen it introduced into a herd by a bull ; 
Fiinfstiick saw a herd of 300 head attacked in a few 
days, and Klink 20 out of a herd of 40 head in 14 days. 
Trumbower has never seen an animal suffer a second 
time. This is the common experience, and would suggest 
an acquired immunity, yet the comparative rarity of the 
disease forbids a positive conclusion without further 
experience. Menard saw an outbreak among the ponies 
in the Jardin d’Acclimatation, and.as many as fourteen 
= in the same gardens it attacked the bovine 
animals, 

In sustaining the doctrine of infection, however, we 
must not altogether ignore accessory causes. Like other 
affections of the eye, this has seemed to appear especially 
in low, damp lands, bottom lands, deltas, marshy bor- 
ders of lakes and level prairies, so that a general lack of 
tone or a lymphatic constitution may be held to predis- 
pose. Nor is it necessary to ignore the influence of 
pollen, dust and other irritants, which though they may 
not cause the specific disease, yet prepare the way for 
its attacks by reducing the resisting power of the 
tissues. 

Treatment.--This must be primarily antiseptic, but 
without neglecting constitutional disorder. Rest in a 
dark, cool stall, with the head elevated by tying to a 
high point. Give at once an active purgative 14]b. 
Glauber salts in 4 quarts warm water, and follow up 
with cooling diuretics and sedatives (saltpetre 4 oz. and 
tincture of aconite 20 drops, thrice a day). If the tem- 
perature runs very high a few doses of acetanilid or 
phenacetin may be given. Locally use silver or other 
antiseptic collyrium. 

Locally use pyoktannin solution (1 : 1000) or mercuric 
chloride (1 : 5000) injecting under the lids so as to bring 
itn contact with the whole diseased surface. A cloth 

Wet with the same solution may be hung over the eye. 
Borie acid (1: 100), salicylic acid (1: 1000), or silver 
iitrate (1: 100) may be substituted for the above when 
they seem to be losing their efficacy. 

‘Ieers are treated by pyoktannin or silver ritrate 
cation applied daily with a soft brush. Keratitis will 
emand atropia. Abnormal tension or staphyloma will 
emand puncture of the cornea. Improvement may be ex- 
pected in afew days and recovery ina week or ten days. 


— 


TUBERCULOSIS IN PIGS. 


A sport by Dr. G. 8S. Buchanan, just issued by the 
covernment Board, deals with administration in 
tuberen! with regard to the meat of pigs affected by 
several sow, and com rises a very full account of the 
ad ef from which such diseased meat is derived, 
authorities for the purpose of intercepting it on its way 
;' ner: The object of the inquiry was to 
ftuberenl at data are available regarding the existence 
2 or oe in pigs yielding meat which is sold in 
of pork + w resh pork or is used in various preparations 
authorities at action is at present taken by the public 
ion of th concerned and by their officers for the detec- 
Digs ‘to wh rculosis in the eareases or viscera of such 
the detecti at extent such action may be relied upon for 
ination st the ! tuberculosis in the pig either by exam- 
Nation of th D ace of slaughter or by subsequent exam- 
§ conde © dressed carease ; and what practice, as re- 

of offen official “ seizure,” and prosecution 
“med when 4 adopted by the different authorities con- 
have been aff failing with meat derived from pigs which 
ected by tuberculosis. The Board, in direc- 


€ precautions now taken by different public | 


ting the inquiry, were influenced by representations 
which had been made to them by certain London medi- 
cal officers of health, by firms and individuals engaged 
in the pork trade, and by others, which went to show the 
existence of considerable uncertainty regarding these 
matters, and suggested that considerable differences 
obtain in the administrative measures regarding swine 
tuberculosis which are adopted by the several public 
authorities concerned. 

The importance of the qmestions which Dr. Buchanan 
has investigated may be said to depend mainly on the 
following considerations :—(1) That tuberculosis in the 
pig, instead of remaining for long periods limited to cer- 
tain organs, as it often does in bovine animals, is apt to 
become rapidly disseminated through the body ; (2) that 
it was shown, by experiments instituted by the Royal 
Commission on Tuberculosis «f 1898, that any considera- 
ble bulk of meat, such as a butcher’s joint or a meat 
“roll,” does not by ordinary roasting, or even by boiling, 
get heated in its interior to an extent invariably suffi- 
cient to destroy the infective ability of any bacilli of 
tubercle which it may contain ; (3) that various prepara - 
tions of pig meat are sold and consumed in a very im- 
perfectly cooked condition ; and (4) that the presence of 
tuberculosis in pigs may often point to its presence 
among the bovine‘animals with which they may be asso- 
ciated, or which furnish the milk upon which they are 
partly fed. The general opinion among veterinary sur- 
geons is that tuberculosis in swine is very closely related 
to bovine tuberculosis, and that, if there were no tuber- 
cular cows, there would be few tubercular pigs. Pigs 
appear to be primarily infected, in most cases, through 
the mouth or the digestive organs, and the ready com- 
municability of human tuberculosis to pigs bas been 
shown by many carefully conducted experiments. It is 
a fair presumption that the disease might be conveyed 
from pigs to man with at least equal facility ; and it is 
difficult to believe that swine tuberculosis would not be 
materially checked by the adoption of practicable 
methods to ensure greater care and cleanliness in pig 
keeping and feeding. The amount of disease now exist- 
ing cannot be precisely estimated, or can be estimated 
only in places where pigs are slaughtered in public 
abattoirs under a system of inspection in which close 
watch is kept to detect tuberculosis in any degree. Such 
conditions exist in Glasgow, in the Netherlands, and in 
the German empire. In Glasgow, out of 60,235 pigs 
| slaughtered in the year 1904, 2,553, or 4°24 _ cent., were 
_affected by tuberculosis in some degree. In the Nether- 
lands, in 1903 and 1904, out of 368,428 pigs slaughtered 
for exportation under official supervision, 5,516, or 1°5 
per cent., were tubercular ; and in different parts of the 
German empire the figures range from one to as high as 
(5°79 per cent. It is noteworthy that great care is being 
taken by the Government of the Netherlands that no car- 
,cases of infected pigs should be exported from that 
| country, this care being primarily attributable to a de- 
sire for the promotion and development of their increas- 
ing export trade, especially with Great Britain ; and it is, 
therefore, probable that the low percentage of detected 
tubercle may depend, in great measure, upon the care 
taken by growers to escape the penalties incidental to 
| the sending of diseased animals to the public abattoirs 
for slaughter. 

In consequence of the rapid diffusion or generalisation 
of tubercle in the pig, the Reoul Commissioners of 1898, 
while able to sanction the use of the non-tubercular oe 
tions of the carcases of bovine animals were compelled 
to advise that in pigs the presence of tubercular deposit 
in any degree should involve seizure of the whole car- 
case as well as of the infected organs. A very large por- 
tion of Dr. Buchanan’s report 1s age with an 
account of the various sources from which pig meat 


reaching London is derived, and of the differing degrees 
of security which are afforded to the purchaser. He 
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has to point out the present lack of uniformity in the 
adininistrative measures in force in different metropoli- 
tan districts, the varying significance of the term 
“ official inspection,” and the fact that there is no 
machinery by which the attention of the inspectors of 
shops and markets is specially directed to carcases pro- 
ceeding from places where there is no proper supervision 
at the time of slaughter. ‘So far,” he says, “as the 
detection of tuberculosis by official inspection is con- 
cerned, the supply of pork to London may be said to be 
in part strained through a fine mesh, and possibly after- 
wards through one or two coarse strainers ; part under- 

oes coarse straining alone, part is wholly unstrained.” 

e declares that, if the meat of tubercular. pigs is 
allowed to be sold at all, an improved system of metro- 
politan administration is needed, and that, in the 
absence of such improved system, the existing checks 
should not be relaxed. He regards with strong approval 
the scheme put forward in 1898 by Sir Shirley Murphy, 
the medical officer of health for the County of Loudon, 
one of the most valuable parts of which was the pro- 
vision, at some half-dozen or more points selected with 
regard to railway and road traffic, of “ meat inspection 
stations.” The object of these stations was to receive 
all butcher’s meat consigned direct to London trades- 
men or manufacturers and not going through the Central 
Meat Market. It was proposed that the carcases should 
be examined at these stations, under satisfactory con- 
ditions and regulations, by veterinary inspectors with 
special training or experience in the inspection of meat. 

onvenient places for cold storage were to be attached 
to the stations ; and Sir Shirley gave r s for be- 
lieving that the cost of providing and maintaiping them, 
which in part would be defrayed by inspection fees, 
would be comparatively small. 

Dr. Buehanan refers also to the work of the Royal 
Commission on Tuberculosis now sitting, which has 
already, in an interim report, shown Professor Koch to 
have been in error in his belief that there was some 
essential difference, affecting communicability, between 
human and bovine tuberculosis. The final report of that 
Commission, whenever it appears, may be expected to 
contain important conclusions with regard to the general 
relations between mankind and the lower animals io 
connection with the disease, and to establish principles 
on which improved legislation and adwinistration may 
be securely founded.---7'he Times. 


Veterinary Hospitals and Dispensaries. 


At the monthly meeting of the Longford Co. Com- 
mittee of Agriculture held on Wednesday, January 31st, 
Mr. T. W. Delany, C.S., Co.C., presiding. . 

The Chairman said there were a few suggestions he 
had to make on the subject of veterinary services. The 
matter was suggested to him by hearing a couple of lec- 
tures by Professor Mason, and he considered it was high 
time something were done to protect the interests which 
were so great, when they consider the amount invested 
in cattle in the country. At the present time the “know- 
ledgeable man” was called in to see the sick beast, and 
certainly one could scarcely blame them for going to the 
“knowledgeable man,” because the man who is willing to 
take « ff his coat is better, even though he kills some- 
times, than the vetcrinary surgeon, who comes in all the 
glory of tiger-skin rugs and _pig-skin leggings, and the 

atest brand of cigarettes (langhter), and abuses the man 
for calling him out of his bed so late (laughter). He 
had drafted his proposed scheme, which was :— 

(1) That be into districts as 
arge as one-fourth of County Longford, and i 
thereto a V.S, at a salary of £150. 

(2) Acquire or erect in most convenient centre a house 
with suitable hospital accommodation for treatment of 


cattle, etc., at which a V.S. must reside, and charge him 
a reasonable rent. 

(3) Let the V.S. so appointed attend the cases in his 
district on tickets issued by the members of appointing 
Board. Each ticket to cover all necessary attendance 
and medicine to completion of case. Let such atten- 
dance be free to labourers and farmers whose valuation 
does not exceed say £10. For farmers, valuation exceed- 
ing £10, but not £20, allow a fee of 7s. towards car-fare, 
etc. For farmers, valuation £20, and under £50, 1s. 
fee ; for all other farmers or other persons let tickets 
compel attendance, but let V.S. charge ordinary fees 
Animals healed at hospital to be charged for at a rate to 
cover keep, ete. 

(4) Let V.S. in each year, at suitable centre, deliver a 
course of practical instruction on diseases of cattle to 
classes of suitable farmers’ sons and schoolboys. 

(5) Abolish present inspection of contagious diseases 
ete., and let V.S. appointed under the scheme do the 
duties. 

(6) Provide for proper returns of work done and 
superintendence by inspection. 

ty Provide that each V.S. shall attend once in three 
om a post graduate course in an approved Veterinary 

ollege. 

(8) Provide for personal inspection of district by V.S., 
so as to carry out provisions of all acts relating to cleanli- 
ness or prevention of diseases in cattle. 

Continuing, the Chairman said this was merely asug- 
gestion of his, and they might pass a resolution now, of 
adjourn it for a month, in order to consider the points 
more carefully, and then put their views on the subject 
before the Department. There would be no harm 
asking, and they might get this reform. ‘There never 
was any reform got that had not to have a beginning 
somewhere. 

Mr. Mollaghan: I think that is a very wise sugge* 
tion. 

Mr. Molloy: An admirable scheme! 

Mr. Duffy : One point to be considered is, where wil 
you get the money ? 

The Chairman said there was at present a lot . 
money devoted to veterinary matters that might i 
devoted to this scheme, and then it would be but a smal 
expenditure considering the interests involved in Ge 
cattle of Ireland. They could not hope to get anything 
without asking, and there might be no harm in getting 


4 4 ( 
____ all these men, who are going to Parliament now, t do 


wonders to move in this matter. dont 
Mr. Reynolds: This is only a suggestion ; you 
put it in the form of a resolution ? "= 
The Chairman: No;I merely make the + 
and you may allow it to go to the county on the Tres, 
and consider it further at another meeting. 
Mr. Reynolds: I think it would be better to epee 
a resolution, and I would then bring it a a very 
meeting of the County Councils, which woul 
proper place to ventilateit. er 
Chairman : Very well, then, if you this that a pro} 
course. r 
Mr. Kenny: I suppose it would tai: £50,000 ° 
£60,000 a year to carry out that scheme 
Chairman : | suppose so. ; the 
Mr. Kenny: pee you would get chat from 
Government ? it? There 
Chairman : Sure it would do no harm to ask it! 


xpected. 

was often many a thing got that was not SPO an 

seconded, that Mr. Delany’s scheme 


resolution. 
Mr. Duffy asked if pee was any : 
by any other Committee / ty Ki 
kenny, which arrived this morning, asking . 


lishment of veterinary dispensaries. 


such thing proposed 
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Mr. Duffy : And you have improved on it ¢ 
Chairman: I never saw it till now, but if I had seen 
it | might have considered some of the points more care- 
fully. 
Mr. Reynolds said he would bring the matter under 
the notice of the next meeting of the Council of County 
Councils. —7'he Roscommon Herald. 


Action for Negligence—Rontgen Rays, 


Before Mr. Justice Bneknill, at Winchester, and a 
special jury the case of “ Eltis v. Bridge and Co. (Limi- 
ted)” was heard last week, and conclnded on Saturday, 
February 10th. 

Mr. St. Gerransand Mr. W. E. Lloyd appeared for the 
plaintiff ; Mr. Clavell Salter, K.C., and Mr. E. B. Charles 
for the defendants. 

The action was brought to recover damages for the 
alleged negligent treatment of the plaintiff by the defen- 
dants. The case was a most interesting one, as the 
alleged negligent treatment was caused by the adminis- 
tering of the Réntgen rays, and a great nuunber of scien- 
tific experts in that particnlar branch of science were 
called. The plaintiff had been a solicitor’s clerk at 
Bournemouth, and the defendants were chemists and 
also makers of surgical appliances at the same place. 
They also were in the habit of administering the X-rays 
to persons, and, as their advertisements stated, they were 
skilled in radiography. It seemed that the plaintiff had 
been under the treatment of several doctors, one for his 
eyeand others for his general health, and went to con- 
silta Doctor Orde, of Bournemouth, who advised him 
to undergo a course of treatment of X-rays. This was 
in December of 1904. The plaintiff was gradually los- 
ing the power of his limbs, and therefore his employers 
at theend of 1904 terminated his engagement with them. 

Dr. Orde had been very successful in the treatment of 

another case in which the symptoms were somewhat 

stmilar, and the defendants had conducted the X-rays 
or him, so he asked them again to administer the 
treatment, and this, after some little demnrring, they 
agreed to do, and also to accept the small fee of only 2s. 
in application, because the plaintiff was not a rich man. 

€ man who administered the treatment was named 
ae he had made a study of this branch of science 
ite A was first discovered. The plaintiff was bronght 
reo chair. He stated that he went to the 

wit ace of treatment accompanied either by 

“the I my riend, and that he was placed so close to 

ten ‘ Pham his feet touched the glass, and that 

left the room. While he lay helpless, 
wplicatyy = went right into the soles of his feet, the 
saa ~ eing for five minutes to the feet and five 
rev a 0 the abdomen. The treatment was every 
erery dan’ ma Dr. Orde had said that it might soon be 
is took place during the latter part of 
tt oo ted ut early in January the plaintiff found his 
aie et that he asked Dr. Orde to look at them, 
lee hap vered a most terrible state of affairs ; the 
“s had been deeply b t, and i laces th 
tissues quite Be ply burnt, and In some places the 
mf estroyed. He was in great agony, and 
pain morphia administered to him to allay the 


Dr. Ch; 
Williams, superintendent of the X-r-y 
scatehy — the West London Hospital, said he made 
Was of opi auination of the plaintiff in July last, and 
heomotce nlon that, though there were some signs of 
0 his opin axy, it was not of a very advanced stage. 
his ning that he appearance of such burns suggested to 
something wrong had been done. 
Dr Orde the last witness. 


rde said that he had attended the plaintiff and 


recommended the X-ray treatment ; he had often atten- 
ded cases of locomotor ataxy. On cross-examination he 
stated that he had never had an X-ray apparatus himeelf, 
and that he merely gave certain directions to Mr. Keen 
at the outset, and never saw the patient again while the 
treatment was being administered, and that he was quite 
ignorant at what distance the apparatus was to be placed, 
Dr. Orde was challenged with a letter which he had 
written to the defendants, saying that in his opinion 
there was no case of negligence, and he admitted that he 
had changed bis opinion since then, for if the defendants 
were not liable for negligence, it might be suggested that 
he was liable for negligence himself. 

For the defence a number of medical and scientific 
witnesses were called. Mr. Gardiner, assistant to Sir 
William Crookes, gave an exhibition of the Réntgen 
rays in Court, and stated that it was impossible for the 
plaintiff to have received the injuries as alleged, and 
that even taking every possible precaution people got 
burnt. Mr. Coldwell, who took a radiograph of His 
Majesty’s knee, corroborated the last witness. The 
doctor who examined the plaintiff last May said that 
the plaintiff never made any honest attempt to walk, 
and that his injuries were not nearly so severe as sugges- 
ted, and that there was no evidence of any burning of 
the tissues as suggested by the plaintiff. 

Mr Salter then addressed the jury, and commented 
on the extreme improbability of the plaintiff's story, 
urging that no burn was visible on the abdomen or the 
other parts of the body on which the exposure was 
made, and that the damages claimed were excessive, 
Mr. St. Gerrans replied on the whole case. 

The lear ed Judge said the question was what was the 
contract between Keen and Dr. Orde. The defendants 
were bound to use reasonabie skill. When scientific 
persons differed, the facts must be looked at by the 
jury to enable them to come to a conclusion. 

The jury retired, and after a considerable interval 
came into Court, and in answer to the Judge said that 
there was not the slightest chance of their agreeing. 
The learning Judge said, that being so, and the case 
having last three days, it was no use locking them up 
any longer, so he discharged them, and by reason of their 
having spent so long a time on the case and not having 
earned any fees he would absolve them from attendance 
at the assizes for three years.—-7'he 7'imes. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons on Wednesday, Feb, 21st. 
Questions not answered orally. 


BoviInE TUBERCULOSIS. 


Mr. Burns informs Mr. Freip that he cannot say 
precisely when the report of the Royal Commission on 
ovine Tuberculosis will be issued, but that it is being 
pressed forward as speedily as practicable. In reply to 
a further question, the right hon. gentleman states that 
he could not promise pending this report to introduce a 
Bill providing compensation to the owners of animals 
purchased at full market value in open market but sub- 
sequently condemned for alleged tuberculosis. Legisla- 
tion would be necessary to secure a uniform system of 
meat inspection, but a report to the Local Government 
Board by Dr. Buchanan, one of their medical inspectors, 
has lately been issued on administration in London with 
regard to pigs affected by tuberculosis, which will no 
doubt receive the consideration of local authorities, and 
will, Mr. Burns hopes, lead to some improvement in the 
present system, 
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REVIEW. 


DISEASES OF THE Foor or THE Horse.—By H. Caut- 
TON Reeks, F.R.C.V.S., (Pp. xxi + 458, with 165 
illustrations. Price 10/6 net.  Bailliére, ‘Tindall, 
and Cox.) 


In this comparatively small volume, an ambitious 
attempt has been made to include not only the causes, 
symptoms, pathological anatomy, aud preventive and 
curative treatinent of the various diseases of the horse’s 
foot, but also its normal anatomy, and not a little of its 
physiology and hisstology 

The inevitable result is that the treatment of each 
subject conveys a certain impression of superficiality, 
but despite that objection, we think that the work will 
prove of distinct service to all students, and not a few 
practitioners also. 

Considering the size of the volume, we are inclined to 
regret the insertion of much matter which, though of 
the greatest ‘importance in connection with foot diseases, 
is fully treated in other books possessed by every 
student. About thirty-seven pages are devoted to a de- 
tailed consideration of regional anatomy, which, although 
really excellent, strikes us as somewhat superfluons on 
this account. Histological matter—some of it still in 
the region of controversy—is also dealt with to, we think, 
an unnecessary extent, and the space available for sub- 
jects coming strictly under the title of the book is thus 
still further curtailed. 

Coming to those subjects, we find that the author has 
attempted to classify the diseases of the foot in accord- 
ance with their pathological causation. Undoubtedly 
such a classification is desirable, but many of the prob- 

lems it involves are still sufficiently obscure to suggest a 
doubt as to whether the attempt is not, even at the 
present day, rather premature. 

The book contains many and copious extracts from 
the works of both ancient and modern authorities, and 
many records of cases from varions sources, Indeed, we 


think that this has been carried rather to excess, and 
that the value of the work would not have been dimi- 
been merely sum- 


nished had some of these extracts 
marized, instead of quoted verbatim. 


The author’s own share of the volume is by no means 
the least valuable portion. Without professing to add 
to the existing knowledge of the subject, he has produced 
a volume which cannot fail to serve as a useful hand- 
book. The lines of treatment he advocates are gener- 
ally orthodox, while the detailed directions he give 
show a more thorough a pa ae of the principles of 
surgery than is to be found in the procedure of a good 
many practitioners, even at this time. 

The work is clearly written by a man accustomed to 
think carefully over every case he mects and, as such, is 
well worthy of perusal by students and _ practitioners 
alike. W.R.C. 


Charge of Cruelty Dismissed. 


At the Stratford-on-Avon County Police Court on 
Friday, February 9th, before Mr. D.S. Gregg (in the 
chair), Mr. T. Adkins, Mr. R. Airth Richardson, and 
Dr. Nason, Edwin Parr, who described himself as a 
labourer of Whatcote, was summoned for unlawfully 
and cruelly ill-treating and abusing a mare by working 
the same while suffering from lameness on January 30. 
-—Defendant, who said he did not admit the cruelty, 
handed in a letter stated to be from the Rev. H. Mills. 

P.S. Muddiman said on Tuesday, January 30th, at 
12.40 p.m., he was on duty in the Banbury Road, Etting 
ton, when he saw Parr in charge of a black mare and 
heavy cart. The mare was very lame. Witness stopped 
him, and asked who it belonged to, and he replied that 
it was his father’s. Witness examined the off fore foot, 
and found ringbones and contracted hoof caused by old- 
standing disease. She was very lame indeed, and defen- 
dant admitted that it had been slightly lame for some 
time, but that it went worse then, as it had just been 
shod. Witness went with defendant back to the black- 
smith’s, who took the shoe off, and said it was an old- 
standing disease and in his opinion the horse was not fit 
to work on the road. The top part of the hoof was very 
warm, and witness made him take the horse out 0 
the cart. 

Defendant, on oath, said the mare was eight yeals 
old, and belonged to his father. She had not done any 
work for four months, and that morning he took her 
Ettington. The mare was not lame when they start 


from home so that anyone could interfere with him, but 


after she had been shod the mare went a = 
worse. He did not hear the blacksmith sav “ 7 i 


was not fit to work on the oy} but - _— 
him it was a very paltry case. (Laughter. 

The Magistrate’s Clerk: I wonder if the sergeant 
heard that. (Laughter.) 

John Parr, defendant’s ; 
farm. He was 73 years of age = 
nothing against The mare on the 
from home in the usual manner and did not £0 so ha 

Mr. Gregg announced that the magistra 
decided to dismiss the case.—The Stratford-upo! 


Herald. 


father, said he rented a small 
and up till now had ha 


His Majesty the King held a Levée at Backing 
Palace on Monday last, February 2° “ho attended. 
M‘Fadyean’s name appears amongst those 


OBITUARY. 


Joun Asuton, Veterinary 51 
ham, Kent. 

Mr. John Ashton, the well-known veterit™. ‘Wester 
died on Saturday, Feb. 17th, at his residence sn failing 
ham. He was 78 years of age and had ee abitant 0 
health for some time. He was a very = 
Westerham, a clever man in his professio" 


rgeon, Wester 
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possessed a very large practice. He leaves 


mer years 
y with whom the 


idow, one son, and three daughters, 
atest sympathy is felt. 

Me funeral took place on the Thursday afternoon 
*) the remains of deceased were interred in the 
bish Churchyard, the Rev. S. Le Mesurier and the 


Indeed, had the writer obtained an interview with the 
Committee or Secretary before publishing the article in 
question he would have received the information that the 
Hospital itself as far as the treatment of animals, equip- 
ment, etc., are concerned, will be placed in the hands of a 
Board of Management upon which members of the veteri- 
nary profession will no doubt be invited to act. I can 
assure him that the many titled ladies and others who form 
the Vice-Presidents and Committee have no intention what- 
ever of discussing the details of the management of the 
Hospital, and would indeed be horrified if this were expect- 
ed of them. But to their energy and generosity we owe the 
raising of the necessary funds for the equipment of the 
Hospital and provision of its veterinary staff. Furthermore, 
had the Hospital been amongst the poorest slums of Poplar 
or Bermondsey I have no hesitation in saying that this 
charitable Committee would have been quite as eager to 
visit their work. But, by a mere chance, ‘‘ inexpensive ’’ 
premises were found in Belgravia, and so suitable were 
they for the purpose that those wise in such matters urged 
the “‘lay committee ’’ not to lose such a valuable oppor- 
tunity, consequently, as one-half of the £2,000 raised was 
specially given by one donor for this purpose, the premises 
were secured. It is difficult in this brief statement to deal 
with the many points raised, but as far as treating gratis 
the animals of rich owners, I may say that the funds for 
snch a huge scheme are much too difficult to raise to dis- 
pense in such a reckless manner, and as far as it is in the 
power of the promoters to prevent such abuse every precau- 
tion will be taken. 
The appointment of a “‘ resident foreman ’’ and the invi- 
tation extended to certain members of the veterinary pro- 
fession ‘‘ to become consulting surgeons’’ appears to have 
been taken as the method to be followed in carrying out the 
work of the Hospital, but I can definitely state that any 
attempt to permanently run the Hospital without resident 
veterinary assistance was never thought of. In its early 
stages the question of temporarily opening the Hospital 
upon these conditions was certainly contemplated, until 
sufficient funds could be raised tocarry out the scheme upon 
more efficient lines, but it was merely an idea which is not 
likely to be put into practice. 
I can only conclude by extending to the veterinary pro- 
fession a most hearty welcome for any suggestions or kindly 
co-operation they may give to the scheme. If the criticism 
in T'he Veterinary Record has been somewhat sharp, I trust 
it may prove the primary step in establishing friendly rela- 
tions between the veterinary profession and the promoters 
of the Animals’ Hospital.—I remain, dear sir, yours 
faithfully, 
Arruur J. 

118 Victoria Street, London, S8.W. 

February 22nd. 


THE HORSE—ITS TREATMENT IN HEALTH AND 
DISEASE. 

Sir, 

I am at one with your correspondent ‘‘ M.R.C.V.S.” 
who, in your issue of Feb. 17th, protested against the ad- 
vertisement of this work outside the profession, but your 
second correspondent ‘‘ Student ’’ seems to me to be going 
rather too far in his condemnation of Prof. Axe, and has 
been led, in the heat of his youthful indignation, to call 
upon that gentleman’s collaborators to attempt an utter 
impossibility. 
Most practitioners who, like myself, have been qualified 
for more than ten years, have picked up some knowledge of 
matters other than veterinary—not every student has. 

I happen to know something of publishing, and I know 
that in nearly every case the advertising of the work is the 
affair, not of the author, but of the publisher. 

If, as is perhaps most probable, the various collaborator’s 
interest in the work ceased before its publication—by 
which I mean that they receive no royalties—the publishers 
would meet any protest of theirs by a simple request to 
‘mind their own business.’’ Further, my general know- 


ledge of these matters leads me to the opinion that Prof. 


3 of » P. W. Beresford officiating. The chief mourners 
ood Bre the son and three daughters, and a brother.—7'he 
sterham Herald. 
to Paut M.R.C.V.S., Plymouth. 
Graduated, Lond : April, 1888. 
* Ve regret to announce the death, at Wo dside, Crap- 
all me, Yelverton, of Mr. Frank Paul Collings, veterinary 
gd peon, from paralysis. The son of the late Mr. J. T. 
bllings, M.R.C.V.S., he succeeded to his father’s busi- 
Bs at Plymouth about 14 years ago. About three 
on urs ago he was kicked on the shin by a horse he was 
the nding, and blood poisoning set in. He was com- 
and lied to give up business, and for the last twelve months 
3a d been confined to his bed. Mr. Collings took an 
ally ive interest in the Saltash race meeting, was a member 
ing the Plymouth Club, and a staunch Conservative in 
30. lities— Western Morning News. 
ty, — 
ills. 
, at 
CORRESPONDENCE. 
ped 
= FALSE TEETH, ETC., FOR DOGS. 
old- A letter of one of your correspondents who signs himself 
fen- rtofessor Munyon,’’ published in your last issue, has 
yme i brought to my notice because of its somewhat uncalled 
een) F remarks regarding a recent review in The Daily Express 
ick- Prof. Hobday’s “ Canine and Feline Surgery.”’ 
old- I cannot understand your correspondent’s attitude. 
: fit Bthough obviously, from its technicalities, intended by the 
ery thor for the use of members of his own profession, the 
t of xls one of more than passing interest to all dog lovers, 
F illustrates in lucid manner some of the extraordinary 
vats —™ the veterinary profession has made during 
= peng a similar review in another journal the book 
ted seep by me, and such of the remarkable instances 
but ee : canine and feline surgery as could be placed 
teal oe FA sei I related in my review in The Daily 
who took the “disgusting liberty ”’ 
told ge ae in any way to write a “puff” for Prof. 
om as a matter of fact I have only seen but 
“an courteously refused an interview on the 
val bauette, Such was against the ideas of professional 
le 
had ‘ “poche that members of the veterinary profession 
rted * niltahi, object toa spread of the knowledge of the good 
| nals. | Work which they are doing among suffering 
had born and n my humble opinion this ought to be better 
von u the waa than itis, as I gather on all sides 
th, have on e old farrier and mystic quack, or cow 
— ™ filled by or that in our time their places have 
- Mts, of education and high scientific attain- 
liord, “THe Reviewer.” 
THE ANIMALS’ HOSPITAL. 
h 
gn criticism of our attempt to 
th yo ospital in your issue of the 10th 
oN, further te premature, and had the writer 
ter think he evelopments before condemning the 
ling Would have found there was no desire 
t of elcome j ever nary profession, but on the other hand 
in ul Matters ther judgment and advice 


anagement of the Hospital. 


Axe himself, if he made the same protest, might fare no 
better. That point would turn on the exact business 
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arrangements that were made before the book was published 
—possibly even before it was written—and neither “ Stu- 
dent ’’ nor I have any right to inquire what those may be. 
—Yours faithfully, 

VETERAN. 
Sir, 

I can quite endorse what ‘‘M.R.C.V.S.’’ and “ Student ’’ 
have written as to the amount of harm the above named 
book will do to veterinary surgeons, especially to those prac- 
tising in the country. 

Twice lately two different men have been going round 
in my locality trying to obtain orders for the work from 
gentlemen, farmers, and veterinary surgeons. When the 
first hawker came round he handed me the first volume for 
my inspection, and I was disgusted to se2 the various pre- 
scriptions which were given for horse balls, powders, etc. ; 
he also showed me a list of farmers and V.S,’s who were 
becoming subscribers. I positively declined to purchase 
the work, and told him I was surprised any V.S. should 
subscribe to it. 

When talking a few days ago to a neighbouring practi- 
tioner this subject cropped up, and he informed me he 
agreed totake the books because the man who sold him the 
first volume practically guaranteed he was only soliciting 
veterinary surgeons, but much to his astonishment a few 
days afterwards he found some grooms and shopkeepers in 
his town had got copies of the book, and consequently this 
practitioner says he will absolutely decline to take any more 
of the volumes, and I hope plenty more in the profession 
will do likewise. 

Goodness knows there is enough quackery going on in the 
country, and we hear of the harm veterinary lecturers and 
castrators do, and now the latest thing is to hawk prescrip- 
tions round tor all stock ailments. Evidently some of our 
members can do what they like with impunity, whereas 
others would get struck off the Register.—Yours faithfully, 

“*CountTRY PRACTITIONER.”’ 


{Would our corresyonitent kindly send specific reference 
to the page on which prescriptions for balls and powders 
occurs in Vol. I ?—Ep.} 

Sir, 

I am sure the foct of Prof. Axe issuing his book to the 
lay public is one of great surprise and astonishment, and one 
can but heartily endorse the remarks expressed by “ Stu- 
dent ’’ that he has shown a great lack of consideration for 
his fellows. 

What with the advent of the motor and agricultural de- 
pression our outlook is already black enough, and the issu- 
ing of such a book (advertised in agricultural papers and 
hawked about the country) will only serve to augment the 
scope of a new danger which has arisen in our midst. I 
refer to the “‘learned’’ lecturers which most agricultural 
colleges send out broadcast to imbue into the rustic mind 
the mysteries of veterinary science. These “clever’’ lec- 
tures often whose only claim to a veterinary knowledge is 
an occasional*peep at a professional book, will hail with 
delight the unexpected pleasure of having an up-to-date 
book such as this thrust before the eyes, and we can depend 
that they will make the most of the opportunity.— 
Yours, etc. M.R.C.V.S. 


THE VETERINARY STUDENT. 
Sir, 

Up to the present I have not received one single com- 
munication with reference to our new magazine, T'he 
Veterinary Student, in spite of the letter which you kindly 
printed in your issue of Feb. 3rd. Such a lack of interest 
in things collegiate is, especially among recently qualified 
members of the profession, to say the least, regrettable. 
Hoping that possibly there may be some misunderstanding, 
I venture to bring the magazine once more to the notice of 
your readers. 

Our first number, which is now on sale, contains articles 
by Prof. Sir John M’Fadyean, Prof. Woodruff, Prof. 
Hobday, and Mr. Henry Gray. Mr. William Hunting 
has kindly consented to contribute to our next number. 


The terms of subscription are surely not prohibitive— 
1/9 for the three numbers, post free, or, if desired, 7d. for 
one number, the amount payable in advance. It is to be 
hoped, therefore, that some of your readers will, on seeing 
the above list of our chief contributors, reconsider their 
decision, and by giving their support to the magazine ensure 
its continuance. 

With apologies for again intruding upon your corres- 
pondence column.—Yours truly, 

Srpney 
Part Editor The Veterinary Student. 


HEALING BY FIRST INTENTION. 
Sir, 

On the 8th January last I secured the services of Mr. 
J.G. Deans to castrate for me two “ Rigs’’ the property of 
different owners. The first, a chestnut four-year-old Shire, 
had had one testicle removed as a yearling. The second, 
a brown three-year-old, also had one removed as a yearling. 
Both colts were inclined to be savage, difficult to manage 
whilst working, and had been housed winter and summer 
from yearlings, as a result of which the brown colt was 
running grease from all four heels. 

The colts were thrown and operated on in the usual way, 
the écraseur being used and the scrotum stitched with 
strong tape sutures. Isaw both the following day and at 
frequent intervals up to the tenth dey, and what surprised 
me was the entire absence of swelling and discharge all the 
way through. They fed well, kept full of life and, except 
for a very slight stiffness on coming out the box, nothing 
could be seen. 

About the fourth day a dry cicatrix seemed to have 
formed which is there still, but very small, the wound 
apparently being completely healed. Both coits went back 
to work within the fortnight, the owners thinking it a 
‘* farce’’ to exercise such animals by hand. 

My excuse for recording these two very successful opera- 
tions is that every year since coming to this district I have 
been much annoyed with my colts swelling excessively and 
from thickened and scirrhous cords, although I try many 
different methods of castrating, namely, Ecraseur and Re- 
liance standing, and clam, hot iron, and écraseur down. | 
cannot see it makes much difference which is used, nor yet 
the disinfectant. 

In my experience those colts which I have had occasion 
to stitch, where a rupture or suspected rupture was present 
never seem to cause any trouble. In pigs I have noted that 
even when stitched up both sides they often swell less than 
those in the litter done in the usual way. The ‘ travelling 
castrator’’ makes the smallest opening possible, still n0 
one can deny but his colts do well on the whole, although 
such practice is not advocated by college teachers. 

Wm. A. M.R.C.V.S. 


‘*WHAT HAPPENED TO JONES.” 
Sir, 
I do not know that the riddle of ‘“ What happened ® 
Jones ’’ was ever satisfactorily solved, and probably !t will 
not be in this case. 
I think Mr. Austin’s action in the matter does credit to 
head and heart. Let us hope that It may be said here!” 
that :— 


“The quality of mercy is not strained, . 
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes. 
Witha slight alteration the verse might apply :— 
“« Most specious Jones, we thee implore 
To go away, and cadge no more ; 
Or, if the burden be too great, 
To go away at any rate.”’ 
Mayall. 
Yours truly, 


CoMMUNICATIONS AND PAPERS RECEIVED.—Messts- 
Lunt, W. Jowett, T.Lishman, W. A. Campbe cvs. 
Mayall, Sidney Smith,. Country Practitioner, 
Gyda’r Wawr, “ Veteran.’’ 

Sheffield Daily Telegraph. 


W 
| 
i 
j 
1 
4 
I 
A 
ta 
3 
fo 
‘ 
ins 
sar 
the 
Diy 
the 
ord; 
illug 
busiy 


